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CANENA EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
MEETING MINUTES 

 
MEETING: CANENA ExCo  

 
DATE: Friday, December 8th, 2023 
 1:00pm to 3:00pm Eastern Time 
 
PLACE OF MEETING: Online 

 
PRESIDING OFFICER:  Guy Benjamin, CANENA President 
 

Members Present 

Benjamin Guy ABB Installation Products Ltd. 

Steinman Greg ABB Installation Products, Inc. 

Jimenez Maria de Jesus ANCE, A.C. 

Máximo León Juan Manuel Conductores Monterrey S.A. de C.V. 

Humphries Mark CSA Group 

Domitrovich Tom Eaton 

Harris Donald Northern Cables Inc. 

Ricárdez Barberá Jesús Martín Condumex S.A. de C.V. 

Hamden Todd Hubbell Canada 

Hernandez Luis Ivan ANCE, A.C. 

Tharp Rusty Daikin 

Davis Valara Underwriters Standards & Engagement 

Patel Dip Leviton Canada 

Chopra Gurvinder Electro-Federation Canada 

Yarza Julián Servicios y Soporte Regulatorio SSR, SA de CV 

Members Absent 

Nava Uribe Rafael Mabe México, S. De R. L. De C. V. 

Others Present 

Abbate Daniel NEMA 

 
1.0 ADMINISTRATION 

 
1.1 Welcome Members and Guest 

 
The meeting was called to order at 1:00 pm ET. 
 
 
 

mailto:daniel.abbate@nema.org


CANENA ExCo 2 December 8th, 2023 

1.2 Quorum Determination 
 
The Secretary noted the committee consists of nine (9) voting members, 
requiring at least five (5) to be present to constitute a quorum to conduct 
business. A quorum was confirmed to be present. 

CANENA ExCo Roster 

- Dec 2023.pdf  
1.3 Review of Antitrust & Meeting Guidelines 

 
The Secretary provided an overview of the CANENA Antitrust and Meeting 
Guidelines. The Guidelines for Conducting CANENA Meetings will govern this 
meeting, and participants will follow the CANENA Code of Conduct and Ethics. 
Members are reminded that all conversation shall be confined to technical, 
engineering, safety, and performance factors. Commercial considerations 
(warranties, guarantees, etc.) are not proper factors to be discussed. 
 

1.4 Agenda Review and Approval 
 
Additions: 
 
A. CANENA Member Reminder Emails for other business. 
 
B. Nightlight and Lampholders projects. 
 
C. Audit Committee Chair Role. 
 
MOTION: A motion was made and seconded to approve the agenda as 

amended. It was unanimously approved. 
 

1.5 Approval of Minutes 
 
The last meeting of the committee was held on September 6th, 2023. The 
Secretary noted no comments were received, and the minutes were determined 
to be approved via correspondence. 

2023Sep6 CANENA 

ExCo MtgMinutes.docx  
2.0 ACTIONS FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS 

 
ACTION: CANENA treasurer to work with the CANENA Secretary to determine 
investment options and rules for CANENA reserve cash with the help of 
CANENA’s finance services, EFC. COMPLETE. 
 

https://www.nema.org/About/Documents/Guidelines%20for%20Conducting.pdf
http://www.nema.org/docs/default-source/standards-document-library/nema-code-of-conduct-and-ethics.pdf
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ACTION: CANENA Secretary to work with the Treasurer to present some 
investment recommendations for the ExCo during the February 2024 meeting. 

 
Discussion: The ExCo needs to review what options are available for excess 
funds: funding new THCs, THC meetings, lowering membership or AGM 
registration costs, or subsidizing AGM speakers, participants, or targeted 
guests. 

 
ACTION: CANENA Secretary to set up a call with Guy Benjamin and Luis Ivan 
Hernandez to continue developing a membership proposal for the ExCo to 
review. OPEN. 
 
ACTION: Secretary to work with Amaury Santos to update the IEC – CANENA 
Coop agreement from 2007. COMPLETE. 
 
ACTION: The three CANENA SDOs to discuss creating a CANENA written IP 
agreement amongst all three of CSA, UL, and ANCE. OPEN. 
 
ACTION: CANENA Secretary will update the CANAME voting reps for CANENA 
project ballots. COMPLETE. 
 
ACTION: CANENA Secretary will update make Mark Humphries the primary 
CSA voter. COMPLETE. 
 
ACTION: The CANENA Operations Committee will confirm CANENA procedures 
for withdrawing a CANENA project (Nightlights). COMPLETE. 
 
ACTION: The SDOs, UL and CSA, will complete the current project cycle before 
polling members for interest in participating on the project (THC 15, Solid 
Electrical Insulating Materials). OPEN. 
 
ACTION: The SDOs to review legal and procedural options for including a 
consistent CANENA callout and/or logo in their published standards. SDOs will 
be asked to report during the February 2024 AGM. COMPLETE. 
 
ACTION: The CANENA Marketing Committee to review trademark status and 
guidelines for using the CANENA logo. COMPLETE. 
 
NEW ACTION: President and Secretary to research actions required to obtain a 
CANENA trademark. 
 
ACTION: ExCo members to review the CSA web page with the intent to make a 
formal decision on this project during the next meeting. COMPLETE. 
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NEW ACTION: CANENA Secretary to confirm whether NEMA will assist in the 
redevelopment of CANENA’s website. The ExCo will make a decision in 
February 2024. 
 

Options include: 1. Keep the status quo, 2. Have a link from the NEMA 
website to the CSA page, 3. Turn the CANENA Committees webpage into a 
static page with contact points. 

 
Space: CANENA Standards Development | CSA Communities (csagroup.org) 
 
 

3.0 THC CHAIR APPOINTMENTS D. Abbate 
 

THC 23H, PIN AND SLEEVE TYPE PLUGS, RECEPTACLES AND 
CONNECTORS 
 
THC 23H Secretary Zijun Tong requested approval of new officers for several 
committees. Members discussed the topic of a SDO or Certification staff member 
chairing a CANENA committee. The ExCo asked that these committee officers 
and work be scrutinized to be sure the best interests of the industry are upheld. 
The ExCo agreed these officers should be reviewed annually. 
 
a. Todd Hamden, Hubbell Canada – Nominated as chair of THC 23H  
b. James Voss, Meltric Corporation - Nominated as chair of THSC 23H-2  
c. Chuck Kurten, UL Solutions – Nominated as chair of THSC 23H-3 
d. Chuck Kurten, UL Solutions – Nominated as chair of THSC 23H-4 
 
MOTION: A motion was made and seconded to approve the new officers for 

THC 23H. It was unanimously approved. 
 
MOTION: A motion was made and seconded to instruct THC 23H to add an 

agenda item for an annual review of the THSC 23H-3&4 Chair 
positions for succession planning. It was unanimously approved. 

 
4.0 NEW CANENA PROJECT STATUS D. Abbate 
 

A. Transformers Harmonization Project (UL 1561, 1562; CSA C22.2 No.47). The 
Secretary noted this ballot was approved by UL and CSA and is set to start as 
a bi-national project as THC 14, Transformers. THC 14 was selected as the 
number to match IEC TC 14, Power Transformers. 
 

B. Fuse Battery Protection Harmonization Project (UL 248). The Secretary noted 
this project is now active under THC 32B, Low Voltage Fuses and 
Fuseholders. 

 

https://community.csagroup.org/login.jspa?referer=%2Fcommunity%2Fcmgr-setup%2Fcanena-standards-development%2Fpages%2Fcanena-home
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5.0 CANENA TRADEMARK UPDATE D. Abbate 

 
The Secretary noted research was conducted that shows there is no currently 
registered trademark for CANENA in the Unted States. There was a trademark in 
Canada that was expunged in 2012 due to failure to renew. 
 

NEW ACTION: President and Secretary to research actions required to 
obtain a CANENA trademark. 

CANENA & DESIGN 

— 0796414.pdf  
6.0 CANENA Workshop Development Task Force Report D. Abbate 
 

This Task Force met on October 6, 2023, to the possible opportunity to sponsor 
workshops at the 2024 CANENA AGM and/or sponsorship of IEC TC meetings in 
the Americas. The Task Force has completed its goal and has been 
discontinued. The group determined: 
 

• The benefit for CANENA for paying for trips for IEC members is low. 

• Members thought there would benefit to CANENA if it sponsors 
participation for THC meetings in Costa Rica, Peru, Colombia, or Ecuador. 
Technical meetings plus strategic meetings with SDOs and trade 
association. 

 
7.0 CANENA COUNTRY CALLS D. Abbate 
 

The CANENA Secretary and President met with representatives from each of 
these countries. Updates were provided and ExCo members suggested there be 
discussion of international standards coordination at the CANENA AGM. 
 

• Peru – November 2, 2023 

• Ecuador – November 14, 2023 

• Costa Rica – November 15, 2023 
 
ACTION: A CANENA ExCo Task Force was started to develop details of how 
IEC collaboration through CANENA can be built. Volunteers: Valara Davis 
(Chair), Greg Steinman, Juan Maximo, Luis Ivan, Rusty Tharp, Tom Domitrovich, 
Guy Benjamin, Don Harris. 
 
ACTION: Secretary to set a face to face meeting of this Task Force on February 
19th in Costa Rica. 
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8.0 PLANNING/ANNUAL GENERAL, AND MEMBERSHIP REPORT L.I. Hernandez 
 
The CANENA Planning Committee provided a planning update on the 2024 AGM 
in Costa Rica. 
 

9.0 IEC AGREEMENT UPDATE                                D. Abbate 
 

IEC’s Amaury Santos sent an updated agreement for CANENA’s review. 

 
ACTION: Secretary to letter ballot the IEC agreement. 

COOPERATION 

AGREEMENT BETWEEN CANENA AND IEC - 2023.docx

20231110 CANENA 

Statement of cooperation.docx 
 
10.0 SDO UPDATES             UL, CSA, ANCE 
 

There were no additional updates provided by the SDOs. 

 
11.0 FUTURE MEETING 

 
The next meeting of the ExCo will be in conjunction with the CANENA AGM in 
Costa Rica on February 20, 2023, at the Doubletree Hilton Cariari. 
 

12.0 OTHER BUSINESS 
 
A. CANENA Member Reminder Emails for other business. 

 
ACTION: The Secretary confirmed the people who have already registered 
for membership will be omitted from future membership reminders. 

 
B. Nightlight and Lampholders Projects. The ExCo discussed the status of these 

two CANENA projects and noted the SDOs would continue the work on their 
own if they are removed from CANENA. 
 
ACTION: CANENA Secretary to letter ballot the ExCo for both the Nightlight 
and Lampholders projects to be withdrawn from management under 
CANENA. 

 
C. Audit Committee Chair Role. Valara Davis confirmed she will accept the role 

through the 2024 CANENA AGM. 
 

13.0 ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting was adjourned at 2:58pm ET. 
Submitted by:  Danny Abbate  December 12th, 2023 
Reviewed by:  Karin Moore   December 15th, 2023 

 


