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February 20th, 2024 
 

CANENA EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
MEETING MINTUES 

 
MEETING: CANENA ExCo  

 
DATE: Tuesday, February 20th, 2024 
 9:00am to 5:00pm CT 
 
PLACE OF MEETING: DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel Cariari 
(in person and MS Teams) San Jose - Costa Rica 

San Antonio de Belen, Cariari, San Jose, San 
José, 40703 
 

PRESIDING OFFICER:  Guy Benjamin, CANENA President 
 

Members Present 

Benjamin Guy ABB Installation Products Ltd. 

Steinman Greg ABB Installation Products, Inc. 

Jimenez Maria de Jesus ANCE, A.C. 

Máximo León Juan Manuel Conductores Monterrey S.A. de C.V. 

Humphries Mark CSA Group 

Domitrovich Tom Eaton 

Harris Donald Northern Cables Inc. 

Ricárdez Barberá Jesús Martín Condumex S.A. de C.V. 

Hamden Todd Hubbell Canada 

Hernandez Luis Ivan ANCE, A.C. 

Tharp Rusty Daikin 

Davis Valara Underwriters Standards & Engagement 

Patel Dip Leviton Canada 

Chopra Gurvinder Electro-Federation Canada 

Nava Uribe Rafael Mabe México, S. De R. L. De C. V. 

Members Absent 

Yarza Julián Servicios y Soporte Regulatorio SSR, SA de CV 

Others Present 

Abbate Daniel NEMA 

Choe Hae NEMA 

Heredia Fernanda NEMA 

Vargas Jorge Legrand 

Rodriguez Alexandra INTECO 

Picado Susana INTECO 

Delgado Marbeth INTECO 

mailto:daniel.abbate@nema.org
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Cespedes Mauricio INTECO 

Vazquez Antonio Conductores Monterrey S.A. de C.V. 

Del Rosario Quinteros Raúl Pontificia Universidad Catolica Del Peru 

Palma Luis INACAL 

Trillos Daniel ICONTEC 

Arteaga Rafael CANAME 

Santana Andrea INEN 

Aguilera Walter INEN 

Letea Leonard CSA Group 

 
1.0 ADMINISTRATION 

 
1.1 Welcome Members and Guest 

 
The meeting was called to order at 9:04am CT. 
 

1.2 Quorum Determination 
 
The committee consists of nine (9) voting members, requiring at least five (5) to 
be present to constitute a quorum to conduct business. The Secretary 
determined a quorum was present. 

CANENA Officers List 

- Feb 2024.pdf

CANENA ExCo Roster 

- Dec 2023.pdf  
 

1.3 Review of Antitrust & Meeting Guidelines 
 
The Secretary provided an overview of the CANENA Antitrust and Meeting 
Guidelines. The Guidelines for Conducting CANENA Meetings will govern this 
meeting, and participants will follow the CANENA Code of Conduct and Ethics. 
Members are reminded that all conversation shall be confined to technical, 
engineering, safety, and performance factors. Commercial considerations 
(warranties, guarantees, etc.) are not proper factors to be discussed. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.nema.org/About/Documents/Guidelines%20for%20Conducting.pdf
http://www.nema.org/docs/default-source/standards-document-library/nema-code-of-conduct-and-ethics.pdf
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1.4 Agenda Review and Approval 
 

Additions: 
 
A. Former CANENA President Rafael Yáñez Hoyos (2007-2011) proposed a 

new CANENA award: CANENA Friendship & Goodwill Award. 
 

B. Informal voting procedures for CANENA THC meetings. 
 

MOTION: A motion was made (Rusty Tharp) and seconded (Greg Steinman) 
to approve the agenda as amended. It was unanimously approved. 

 
1.5 Approval of Minutes 

 
The last meeting of the committee was held on December 8th, 2023. No 
comments were received, and the minutes were determined to be approved via 
correspondence. 

2023Dec8 CANENA 

ExCo MtgMinutes.pdf  
 

2.0 CANENA STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIPS 
 
The CANENA Executive Committee discuss the strategic direction of the 
organization and future plans to expand the CANENA footprint and IEC 
collaboration in the Americas. The focus of the discussion was on CANENA 
becoming a facilitator for increased IEC National Committee collaboration 
amongst the nations of the Americas. 
 
ACTION: CANENA Secretary to draft and send a letter to all the country partners 
to invite them to participate in CANENA THCs. Include El Salvador. Can include 
person or persons.  

CANENA Work Plan 

Presentation - Final Draft.pptx 
 

3.0 ACTIONS FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS  D. Abbate 
 
The Secretary provided a review of all open action items. 
 
ACTION: CANENA Secretary to work with the Treasurer to present some 
investment recommendations for the ExCo during the February 2024 meeting. 
(AGENDA ITEM 10.1) 
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ACTION: CANENA Secretary to set up a call with Guy Benjamin and Luis Ivan 
Hernandez to continue developing a membership proposal for the ExCo to 
review. OPEN. 
 
ACTION: The three CANENA SDOs to discuss creating a CANENA written IP 
agreement amongst all three of CSA, UL, and ANCE. OPEN. 
 
ACTION: The SDOs, UL and CSA, will complete the current project cycle before 
polling members for interest in participating on the project (THC 15, Solid 
Electrical Insulating Materials). OPEN. 
 
ACTION: President and Secretary to research actions required to obtain a 
CANENA trademark. (AGENDA ITEM 7.0) 
 
ACTION: CANENA Secretary to confirm whether NEMA will assist in the 
redevelopment of CANENA’s website. The ExCo will make a decision in 
February 2024. (AGENDA ITEM 6.0) 
 
ACTION: A CANENA ExCo Task Force was started to develop details of how 
IEC collaboration through CANENA can be built. Volunteers: Valara Davis 
(Chair), Greg Steinman, Juan Maximo, Luis Ivan, Rusty Tharp, Tom Domitrovich, 
Guy Benjamin, Don Harris. COMPLETE. 
 
ACTION: CANENA Secretary to letter ballot the ExCo for both the Nightlight and 
Lampholders projects to be withdrawn from management under CANENA. 
(AGENDA ITEM 5.0) 

 
4.0 THC 23H OFFICERS, PIN AND SLEEVE TYPE CONNECTORS D. Abbate 

 
The CANENA ExCo approved these officers during the December 2023 
teleconference. Dip Patel from Leviton Canada may be installed in place of 
Chuck Kurten when he is ready. This item is now closed but should be reviewed 
annually. 

 
a. Todd Hamden, Hubbell Canada – Nominated as chair of THC 23H  
b. James Voss, Meltric Corporation - Nominated as chair of THSC 23H-2  
c. Chuck Kurten, UL Solutions – Nominated as chair of THSC 23H-3 
d. Chuck Kurten, UL Solutions – Nominated as chair of THSC 23H-4 

 
ACTION: The officers for this THC will be reviewed annually. 

 
5.0 CANENA NIGHTLIGHTS AND LAMPHOLDERS D. Abbate 
 

During the December 13th, 2023, ExCo teleconference, it was determined that both 
the Nightlights and Lampholders projects would be withdrawn from management 
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under CANENA if approved via letter ballot. The Secretary will report the letter ballot 
has been approved. Those projects have been removed from the CANENA website. 
Members noted the CSA and ULSE are discussing how those projects will proceed 
outside of CANENA. This item is closed. 
 
https://www.canena.org/standards-development/committees/23bc-wiring-devices/ 
https://www.canena.org/standards-development/standards-list/ 
 

6.0 CANENA WEBSITE D. Abbate 
 

The Secretary confirmed that the CANENA website is being updated as part of a 
larger effort to modernize the NEMA website. The tentative work roadmap is: 
 
A. Review all the content consolidations from Proposed Content list and identify main 

categories of the content   
B. Identify any new features that we want to add to the site 
C. Prepare a list of pages for the new site. Each page will have a Title and a list of its contents.  
D. Create a Site map: Define the page hierarchy   
E. Adopt a Color scheme based on the new NEMA website branding  
F. Develop a wireframe for the Home page and the internal pages  
G. Develop a template based on the new NEMA website theme and the new color scheme.  
H. Build the new website:  Create pages and add Content  

 
ExCo Notes: New features - Place for collaboration issues to be listed for 
particular projects should be considered. Information sharing and easily 
updatable technical committee pages. Could there be a collaboration dashboard 
or information sharing space added?  
 

ACTION: A motion (Todd Hamden) was made and seconded (Tom 
Domitrovich) to start a CANENA Website Task Force to develop website 
deliverables. It was approved. Volunteers: Mark Humphries, Valara Davis, 
Tom Domitrovich, Todd Hamden, Danny Abbate (Chair), Hae Choe, Luis Ivan 
Hernandez. 

 
7.0 CANENA PROJECT UPDATE - TRANSFORMERS D. Abbate 

 
The Secretary reported that a project has been approved by UL and CSA to 
convene work to harmonize Power and General-purpose Transformers, Dry 
Type, based on CSA C22.2 No.14 and UL 1561. This project will be under a new 
THC 14 to mirror IEC TC 14. Mexico said they may be interested in joining in the 
future. 
 

8.0 CANENA IEC COOPERATION AGREEMENT D. Abbate 
 

During the December 2023 ExCo teleconference, the members decided to letter 
ballot the IEC Cooperation Agreement. During that ballot it was determined that 

https://www.canena.org/standards-development/committees/23bc-wiring-devices/
https://www.canena.org/standards-development/standards-list/
https://nemaorg137.sharepoint.com/:x:/s/SoftwareProjects896/ERG5S2ReUyRPkTT0oOKhNH4Bolp3-GV4XfP4W511JO-JOQ
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Conformity Assessment, being outside the scope of CANENA, should be 
removed. 
 
MOTION: A motion was made (Todd Hamden) and seconded (Jesus Ricardez) 
to approve the CANENA IEC Cooperation Agreement as amended. It was 
unanimously approved. 

2024Jan19 CANENA 

Statement of cooperation rev AS_GB 1.docx 
9.0 CANENA TRADEMARK D. Abbate 
 

CANENA Secretary reported on the CANENA trademark history and provided 
cost estimates for USA, Canada, and Mexico. 
 
Below are the cost estimates for running searches and filing applications for US, 
Canada and Mexico. These estimates do not include fees for responding to any 
USPTO refusals, handling any oppositions, and/or fees related to documents 
required for registration. The word mark is CANENA, and the trademark is 

the logo. The Secretary noted these are onetime fees and recommended 
only doing the logo Trademark. 

 

Territory 
Word Mark –  

cost to clear in 1 class on standard basis 
Trademark Application - 

Cost to file in 1 Class 

USA $3770 $1,100 

Canada $2975 $2,180 

Mexico $3770 $2,400 

 
MOTION: A motion was made (Greg Steinman) and seconded (Jesus 
Ricardez) to file a trademark for the CANENA logo in Mexico, Canada, and 
United States. It was unanimously approved. 
 
MOTION: A motion (Tom Domitrovich) and a second (Jesus Ricardez) were 
made to approve up to $6,000 for trademark filing. It was unanimously 
approved. 

 
10.0 COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 
10.1 TREASURER’S REPORT AND INVESTMENT DISCUSSION T. Hamden 

 
Treasurer Todd Hamden provided a financial closure statement for 2023 and 
budgetary allocation for 2024 for exco review prior to submittal at the AGM. 
 
The ExCo members discussed making an investment to a CANENA money 
market account in the United States to earn some interest on reserve funds. 
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The ExCo discussed that all points of contact on the account bank need to be 
updated. The ExCo confirmed that the CANENA Controller, Ekaterina 
Lutovinova, and the CANENA Secretary should be account owners. 
 

MOTION: A motion was made (Greg Steinman) and seconded (Don Harris) 
for the CANENA financial report be accepted by the Audit Committee and 
approved by the ExCo with the revision to the ABB membership listing. This 
motion was not approved. 
 

There was a discussion with the audit committee, and it was determined that the 
financial report is an accurate reflection of the CANENA finances. The ExCo 
noted the 2023 ANCE wire transfer to CANENA needs to be realized in the report 
before it gets approved. If that confirmation is not received, the CANENA Council 
will receive a financial report with a note detailing this issue. 
 

MOTION: A motion was made (Greg Steinman) and seconded (Tom 
Domitrovich) for the CANENA financial report be accepted by the Audit 
Committee and approved by the ExCo. It was unanimously approved. 

 
The ExCo discussed the 2024 budget allocations. 
 

ACTION: The Treasurer will ask that increases to EFC financial services not 
increase by more than 10% annually at or the Canadian inflation rate, 
whichever is lower. 

 
The Secretary outlined the research conducted to determine the rules and 
options for investing some of CANENA’s reserve funds. The Treasurer and the 
Secretary recommended placing funds into a money-market account. Members 
recommended that $60,000 be placed in the new money-market account and 
that at least three years of CANENA expenses be kept in the current account. 

 
MOTION: A motion was made (Rusty) and seconded (Don) for CANENA to 
place $60,000 into a money-market account. It was unanimously approved. 

 

CANENA - JAN 1 

2023 - DECEMBER 31 2023 ( DECEMBER 31 2023 ) (003).pdf

CANENA - JAN 1 

2022 - DECEMBER 31 2022 ( DECEMBER 31 2022 )Rev 1.pdf 
10.2 AUDITOR’S REPORT V. Davis 

 
The Audit Committee Chair explained the process for approving the CANENA 
financial report and noted there is nothing else to report. 
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10.3 PLANNING/ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING REPORT L.I. Hernandez 
 
The CANENA Planning Committee provided an update on the 2024 AGM. 

2024 CANENA 

Annual General Meeting Event Program - V6.pptx
 
 

10.4 OPERATIONS COMMITTEE M. Humphries 
 
The CANENA Operations Committee provided an update. 
 

10.5 REGISTRAR REPORT L.I. Hernandez 
 
The CANENA Registrar provided an update. 

2024-02-20 CANENA 

REGISTRAR REPORT.pptx 
 
 
 

10.6 MARKETING COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE REPORT D. Abbate 
 
The ExCo noted that reporting on the CANENA AGM will be highlighted on 
LinkedIn and the next newsletter. 
 

10.7 AMBASSADOR-AT-LARGE REPORT R. Nava 
 
Mr. Nava provided a report on international trade and standards issues. 

2024 CANENA  ExCo  

ambassador  report 24 02 20.pptx 
11.0 FUTURE MEETING 

 
The next meetings of the ExCo will be: 
 
May 2024 – Teleconference – Doodle Poll for two hours. 
September 2024 – Hybrid – Date TBD 
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12.0 OTHER BUSINESS 

 
A. Former CANENA President Rafael Yáñez Hoyos (2007-2011) proposed a 

new CANENA award: CANENA Friendship & Goodwill Award. 
 
Members were reluctant to set up an annual award but agreed CANENA 
should honor Gustavo Domínguez Poo. They suggested presenting the family 
with a token of appreciation for Gustavo at the 2026 CANENA Annual 
Meeting. 
 

ACTION: Honoring Gustavo Dominguez will be kept on future ExCo 
agendas. 

 

CANENA proposal 

Annual Frnshp Award  02142024.pdf 
B. Informal Voting Procedures at CANENA THC Meetings. The ExCo noted 

there is no binding CANENA voting. If any CANENA voting occurs, it is 
unofficial and non-binding. For any informal voting within a CANENA meeting, 
any official member of CANENA receives vote. 

 
ACTION: The CANENA Operations Committee was asked to review and 
discuss how to handle straw polls during THC meetings leading to 
consensus. 
 

C. CANENA Representation at the IEC General Meeting. A dollar value was 
suggested to be allocated for supporting a CANENA ExCo member to travel 
to the IEC General meeting to represent CANENA. The CANENA President 
or an incoming CANENA VP is recommended to receive the support offer. 
 

MOTION: A motion was made (Todd) and seconded (Greg) to approve up 
to $3,000 to offer support to a CANENA ExCo member to travel to the IEC 
General meeting. It was unanimously approved. 

 
13.0 ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 3:01pm CT. 
 
Submitted by:  Danny Abbate  February 22nd, 2024 
Reviewed by:  Karin Moore   March 4th, 2024 


