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CANENA EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
MEETING MINUTES 

 
MEETING: CANENA ExCo  

 
DATE: Monday, May 6th, 2024 
 1:00pm to 3:00pm ET 
 
PLACE OF MEETING: Online MS Teams 

 
Members Present 

Benjamin Guy ABB Installation Products Ltd. 

Steinman Greg ABB Installation Products, Inc. 

Jimenez Maria de Jesus ANCE, A.C. 

Máximo León Juan Manuel Conductores Monterrey S.A. de C.V. 

Harris Donald Northern Cables Inc. 

Ricárdez Barberá Jesús Martín Condumex S.A. de C.V. 

Hamden Todd Hubbell Canada 

Hernandez Luis Ivan ANCE, A.C. 

Davis Valara Underwriters Standards & Engagement 

Nava Uribe Rafael Mabe México, S. De R. L. De C. V. 

Members Absent 

Humphries Mark CSA Group 

Domitrovich Tom Eaton 

Tharp Rusty Daikin 

Patel Dip Leviton Canada 

Sinasac Cherith Electro-Federation Canada 

Yarza Julián Servicios y Soporte Regulatorio SSR, SA de CV 

Others Present 

Abbate Daniel NEMA 

Castro David Eaton 

Delgado Marbeth INTECO 

Arteaga Rafael CANAME 

Gordillo Soraya INEN 

 
1.0 ADMINISTRATION 

 
1.1 Welcome Members and Guest 

 
The meeting was called to order at 1:02pm ET. 
 

mailto:daniel.abbate@nema.org
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1.2 Quorum Determination 
 
The committee consists of nine (9) voting members, requiring at least five (5) to 
be present to constitute a quorum to conduct business. The Secretary 
determined a quorum of five (5) voting members were present. 

CANENA Officers List 

- Feb 2024.pdf  

CANENA ExCo Roster 

- May 2024.pdf  
 

1.3 Review of Antitrust & Meeting Guidelines 
 
The Secretary provided an overview of the CANENA Antitrust and Meeting 
Guidelines. The Guidelines for Conducting CANENA Meetings will govern this 
meeting, and participants will follow the CANENA Code of Conduct and Ethics. 
Members are reminded that all conversation shall be confined to technical, 
engineering, safety, and performance factors. Commercial considerations 
(warranties, guarantees, etc.) are not proper factors to be discussed. 
 

1.4 Agenda Review and Approval 
 
There were no additions to the agenda 
 

MOTION: A motion was made and seconded to approve the agenda as 
written. It was unanimously approved. 

 
1.5 Approval of Minutes 

 
The last meeting of the committee was held on February 20th, 2024. The minutes 
were determined to be approved via correspondence. 

2024Feb20 CANENA 

ExCo MtgMinutes - V2.pdf 
2.0 CANENA EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE ROSTER 

 
Prior to the meeting Gurvinder Chopra informed the Secretary he will be leaving 
Electro Federation Canada and has recommended his replacement: Cherith 
Sinasac, csinasac@electrofed.com. The Secretary noted she has been added to 
the roster. 
 

3.0 CANENA STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP UPDATE 
 

The Secretary welcomed all new partners and discussed how they can get 
started with CANENA work. The Secretary also provided an update on the 
meeting with Ecuadorian SDO INEN during the COPANT meetings in Brazil. 

https://www.nema.org/About/Documents/Guidelines%20for%20Conducting.pdf
http://www.nema.org/docs/default-source/standards-document-library/nema-code-of-conduct-and-ethics.pdf
mailto:csinasac@electrofed.com
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ACTION: The ExCo asked that the officers and secretaries of any THC or 
THSC identified by the new partners for participation be notified. 
 
ACTION: New partners are asked to help identify projects of interest to start 
participating on. 

 
4.0 ACTIONS FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS  D. Abbate 

 
ACTION: CANENA Secretary to work with the Treasurer to present some 
investment recommendations for the ExCo during the February 2024 meeting. 
(AGENDA ITEM 11.1). CLOSED. 

 
ACTION: CANENA Secretary to set up a call with Guy Benjamin and Luis Ivan 
Hernandez to continue developing a membership proposal for the ExCo to 
review. OPEN. 
 
ACTION: CANENA Secretary to draft and send a letter to all the country partners 
to invite them to participate in CANENA THCs. Include El Salvador. Can include 
person or persons. COMPLETE. 
 
ACTION: The three CANENA SDOs to discuss creating a CANENA written IP 
agreement amongst all three of CSA, UL, and ANCE. OPEN. 
 
ACTION: The SDOs, UL and CSA, will complete the current project cycle before 
polling members for interest in participating on the project (THC 15, Solid 
Electrical Insulating Materials). OPEN. 
 
ACTION: The Treasurer will ask that increases to EFC financial services not 
increase by more than 10% annually or the Canadian inflation rate, whichever is 
lower. COMPLETE. 

 
ACTION: Honoring Gustavo Dominguez will be kept on the September 2024 
ExCo agenda for action at that time. OPEN. 
 
ACTION: The CANENA Operations Committee was asked to review and discuss 
how to handle straw polls during THC meetings leading to consensus. OPEN. 
 
REVIEW FOR INFORMATION: The Secretary noted this motion was approved in 
February 2024 and was listed here for information only. A motion was made 
(Rusty) and seconded (Don) for CANENA to place $60,000 into a money-market 
account. It was unanimously approved. 
 
MOTION REVIEW FOR INFORMATION: The Secretary noted this motion was 
approved in February 2024 and was listed here for information only. A motion 
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was made (Todd) and seconded (Greg) to approve up to $3,000 to offer support 
to a CANENA ExCo member to travel to the IEC General meeting. 
 
MOTION: A motion was made and seconded to confirm Guy Benjamin will 
receive the $3,000 for travel support to be the CANENA representative for the 
2024 IEC General Meeting with Todd Hamden as the backup. It was 
unanimously approved. 

 
5.0 CANENA THC OFFICERS D. Abbate 
 
5.1 THC 69-1, EVSE AND PERSONNEL PROTECTION & THC 69-2 CONNECTORS  

 
The Secretary noted that Joe Bablo from UL Solutions has volunteered to serve 
as the Chair for THC 69-1 and THC 69-2 and that these committees have been 
unable to find an industry member to serve. 
 
ExCo members confirmed that Joe Bablo can serve as interim chair until an 
industry representative can be identified. 
 

ACTION: The ExCo asked that industry members in each country are given 
the chance to understand the need for a chair for both THC 69-1&2.   

 
ACTION: If UL Solutions remains as a THSC Chair, the officers for THC 69-
1&2 will be reviewed annually. 

 
5.2 THC 23H OFFICERS, PIN AND SLEEVE TYPE CONNECTORS  

 
The CANENA ExCo approved these officers during the December 2023 
teleconference. Todd Hamden noted there are some prospects to serve as chair 
of THSCs 23H-3 and 23H-4. 
 

a. Todd Hamden, Hubbell Canada – Nominated as chair of THC 23H  
b. James Voss, Meltric Corporation - Nominated as chair of THSC 23H-2  
c. Chuck Kurten, UL Solutions – Nominated as chair of THSC 23H-3 
d. Chuck Kurten, UL Solutions – Nominated as chair of THSC 23H-4 

 
ACTION: If UL Solutions remains as a THSC Chair, the officers for THC 23H will 
be reviewed annually. 

 
6.0 CANENA TAXES AND INSURANCE D. Abbate 
 

The Secretary will note the CANENA insurance policy has been renewed for 3 
years. A status update was provided on the 2023 CANENA tax filing. The ExCo 
confirmed that the CANENA ExCo is covered as well as the CANENA members. 
 
 
 



CANENA ExCo 5 May 6th, 2024 

7.0 CANENA WEBSITE TASK FORCE D. Abbate 
 

The Secretary provided an update on the effort of a CANENA Task Force to fully 
update the CANENA website. 
 

8.0 CANENA CVENT D. Abbate 
 
The Secretary will report that the contract with Cvent ends on Oct 31, 2024 and 
must be renewed. 
 
ACTION: The Secretary to ask Cvent for a 1 year renewal with 60 registrations 
for 2025 for the ExCo to review in September 2024. 

CANENA 2 Year 

Option - Signed.pdf  
9.0 CANENA TASK GROUP CHAIR AUTHORITY D. Abbate 
 

The ExCo discussed the authority of CANENA Task Group Chairs and officers.  
 
According to the CANENA Bylaws (5.4), the THC establishes the Task Group. 
Does a Task Group Chair have the authority to change the TG? 
 

5.4 A THC may establish Technical Harmonization Subcommittees (THSC) or 
Working Groups (THWG). A STC may also establish STSCs or STWGs. The 
establishment of such Subcommittees or Working Groups shall be promptly 
reported to the Secretary-General and their activities shall be described in the 
annual report of the THC. 
 
ACTION: The CANENA Operations Committee to review the authority of THC 
and CANENA Task Group chairs to determine how this can be addressed in 
the CANENA Procedures. 

 
10.0 CANENA TRADEMARK D. Abbate 
 

CANENA Secretary will provide an update on the status of trade marking the 
CANENA logo in Mexico, Canada, and the United States. The Secretary noted 
the symbol of CANENA is being trademarked, not the word CANENA, which 
would be a separate fee in each country. Any requests to change the symbol 
would need additional justification. Rafael Nava provided some information about 
the creation of CANENA and its title. 
 

ACTION: The CANENA name should be reviewed during the next ExCo 
meeting. 

 
Mexico: The application was assigned the Application No. 3,121,873 and a filing 
date of March 6, 2024. This application will be published for opposition purposes 
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within the ten days following filing. Under the law, oppositions are to be filed 
within the month following publication. We will keep you informed if the 
application is opposed.  If no oppositions are filed, counsel should hear from the 
Examiner within the next six months. 
 
Canada: The application was assigned Application No. 2313815 and a filing date 
of March 5, 2024. With the current CIPO (aka Canadian Intellectual Property 
Office) backlog, it is expected to take approximately 36-48 months before an 
application reaches examination. Once examination is completed the application 
will be approved for advertisement in the Trademarks Journal. 
 
United States: The application was assigned serial number 98/434,704 and a 
filing date of March 5, 2024. The application will now be assigned to an Examiner 
at the USPTO who will review the filing particulars. We do not anticipate 
receiving any official communication for eight months or longer.  The USPTO is 
currently examining new trademark applications that were submitted between 
May 24, 2024 and June 7, 2023. 

 
11.0 COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 
11.1 TREASURER’S REPORT AND INVESTMENT DISCUSSION T. Hamden 

 
Treasurer Todd Hamden provided updates on the CANENA finances, including a 
new CANENA credit card and banking capabilities. The ExCo suggested the 
credit card be a general card that does not have a person’s name listed, just 
CANENA. 
 
ACTION: The ExCo will be informed of the bank’s decision on the CANENA 
credit card. 

 

CANENA - JANUARY 

1, 2024 - DECEMBER 31, 2024 ( MARCH 31, 2024 ).pdf 
 
11.2 AUDITOR’S REPORT V. Davis 

 
Audit Committee Chair reported there was no information to report. 
 
 
 

11.3 PLANNING/ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING REPORT L.I. Hernandez 
 
The CANENA Planning Committee did not have anything to report. 
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11.4 OPERATIONS COMMITTEE M. Humphries 
 
The CANENA Operations Committee did not have anything to report.  
 

11.5 REGISTRAR REPORT L.I. Hernandez 
 
The Registrar provided a brief report on membership activities. 

2024-05-05 CANENA 

REGISTRAR REPORT.pdf 
11.6 MARKETING COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE REPORT D. Abbate 

 
The Secretary provided a brief report on marketing activities. 
 

11.7 AMBASSADOR-AT-LARGE REPORT R. Nava 
 
The Ambassador-at-Large from Mexico provided a brief report. 
 

12.0 FUTURE MEETING 
 
The next meeting will be face to face on Tuesday, October 1, 2024. The location 
was not determined. 
 

13.0 OTHER BUSINESS 
 
There was no other business discussed. 
 

14.0 ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 3:00pm ET. 
 
Submitted by:  Danny Abbate  May 6th, 2024 
Reviewed by:  Karin Moore   June 4th, 2024 
 


