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CANENA EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
MEETING MINUTES 

 
MEETING: CANENA ExCo  

 
DATE: Tuesday, October 1st, 2024 
 9:00am to 5:00pm CT 
 
PLACE OF MEETING: DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel Cariari 
(in person and MS Teams) San Jose - Costa Rica 

San Antonio de Belen, Cariari, San Jose, San 
José, 40703 
 

PRESIDING OFFICER:  Guy Benjamin, CANENA President 
 

Members Present 

Benjamin Guy ABB Installation Products Ltd. 

Steinman* Greg ABB Installation Products, Inc. 

Jimenez Maria de Jesus ANCE, A.C. 

Máximo León Juan Manuel Conductores Monterrey S.A. de C.V. 

Humphries* Mark CSA Group 

Domitrovich Tom Eaton 

Harris Donald Northern Cables Inc. 

Ricárdez Barberá Jesús Martín Condumex S.A. de C.V. 

Hamden* Todd Hubbell Canada 

Hernandez Luis Ivan ANCE, A.C. 

Tharp* Rusty Aozora Consulting 

Davis Valara UL Standards and Engagement 

Patel Dip Leviton Canada 

Sinasac Cherith Electro-Federation Canada 

Nava Uribe Rafael Mabe México, S. De R. L. De C. V. 

Members Absent 

Yarza Julián Servicios y Soporte Regulatorio SSR, SA de CV 

Others Present 

Abbate* Daniel NEMA 

* In person attendance. 
1.0 ADMINISTRATION 

 
1.1 Welcome Members and Guest 

 
The meeting was called to order at 9:02am CT. 

mailto:daniel.abbate@nema.org
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1.2 Quorum Determination 

 
The committee consists of nine (9) voting members, requiring at least five (5) to 
be present to constitute a quorum to conduct business. The Secretary 
determined a quorum was present. 

CANENA Officers List 

- Feb 2024.pdf  
 

1.3 Review of Antitrust & Meeting Guidelines 
 
The Secretary provided an overview of the CANENA Antitrust and Meeting 
Guidelines. The Guidelines for Conducting CANENA Meetings will govern this 
meeting, and participants will follow the CANENA Code of Conduct and Ethics. 
Members are reminded that all conversation shall be confined to technical, 
engineering, safety, and performance factors. Commercial considerations 
(warranties, guarantees, etc.) are not proper factors to be discussed. 
 

1.4 Agenda Review and Approval 
 
Additions for New Business: 
 
A. Energy Storage System Switches Harmonization. CANENA THC 121A has 

been helping to work on a new standard for energy storage.  Now we want to 
harmonize it as a binational standard, UL 98D for Energy Storage System 
Switches, Non-Automatic. 

B. IEC General Meeting – CANENA Participation.  
C. AHRI Participation in CANENA. 

 
MOTION: A motion was made (Greg Steinman) and seconded (Todd 
Hamden) to approve the agenda as amended. It was unanimously approved. 

 
1.5 Approval of Minutes 

 
The last meeting of the committee was held on May 6th, 2024. No comments 
were received, and the minutes were determined to be approved via 
correspondence. 

2024May6 CANENA 

ExCo MtgMinutes.pdf  
 

2.0 CANENA EXCO OFFICERS 
 
The Secretary outlined the CANENA officer policy. In accordance with the 
CANENA By-Laws, the Council shall elect the President, the Treasurer, and the 

https://www.nema.org/About/Documents/Guidelines%20for%20Conducting.pdf
http://www.nema.org/docs/default-source/standards-document-library/nema-code-of-conduct-and-ethics.pdf
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country Members-At-Large. The term of office shall span two successive 
Ordinary Council meetings. They may be re-elected for not more than two 
successive terms. Newly elected officers shall take office on the first day of the 
month following the Council meeting at which they were elected. 
 

• The Council shall acknowledge the appointments for country Vice-
President. 

• The Secretariat shall be assigned for a period of time congruent with that 
of the elected officers and may be reassigned to the same organization for 
successive terms.  Appointment of the Secretary-General and designation 
of the Secretariat shall be subject to approval by the Council. 

 
2.1 President 

 
The term for CANENA President Guy Benjamin is active till February 2026. No 
action is needed at this time. 
 

2.2 Treasurer 
 
The term for CANENA Treasurer Todd Hamden is active till February 2025. The 
ExCo and Council will need to take action to reaffirm the Treasurer. 
 

2.3 CANENA Vice Presidents 
 
The Secretary will note CANENA Vice-Presidents do not have term limits. 
 
A. Don Harris is in the position of CANADA Vice President. 

 
B. Jesus Martin Ricardez Barbera serves as the Mexico Vice President. 
 
C. Greg Steinman serves as the US Vice President. 
 

2.4 CANADA Member-at-Large 
 
Dip Patel (Leviton Canada) is in the position of CANADA Member-at-Large with 
the term ending in February 2025. The Secretary will note Members-at-Large 
serve for two years and may be re-elected for up to two additional terms. 
 

ACTION: Each country will send out a notice for member-at-Large 
nominations. 

 
2.5 Mexico Member-at-Large 

 
Juan Manuel Máximo León (Conductores Monterrey) is in the position of Mexican 
Member-at-Large with the term ending in February 2025. The Secretary will note 
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Members-at-Large serve for two years and may be re-elected for up to two 
additional terms. 
 

2.6 US Member-at-Large 
 
Rusty Tharp (Aozora Consulting) is in the position of US Member-at-Large with 
the term ending in February 2025. The Secretary noted Members-at-Large serve 
for two years and may be re-elected for up to two additional terms. 
 

3.0 CANENA STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIPS 
 
The CANENA Executive Committee discussed the status of the strategic 
direction of the organization and future plans to expand the CANENA footprint 
and IEC collaboration in the Americas. The ExCo discussed whether to hold an 
ExCo meeting in conjunction with FINCA or COPANT. 
 
COPANT will take place in Cuba week of May 5, 2025, and will have more 
attendees but less focus on electrotechnical. FINCA will take place in Argentina in 
August or September 2025 and will have fewer attendees but more focus on 
electrotechnical. 
 
The ExCo agreed that FINCA would be the better option to have a CANENA ExCo 
meeting if that is chosen.  
 

ACTION: A CANENA Task Force was started to review the expansion strategy 
and research options for a CANENA ExCo meeting in a target country or at 
FINCA or COPANT in 2025. Participants include: Valara Davis, Luis Ivan 
Hernandez, Todd Hamden, Mark Humphries, Guy Benjamin, and Jesus 
Ricardez. 

 
ACTION: The CANENA Task Force will recommend costs for outreach and 
meetings with partners and associated conferences such as FINCA and 
COPANT. 

 
ACTION: Secretary to have Ecuador invited to all CANENA Wire and Cable 
rosters. 
 
ACTION: Secretary to have the Costa Rica SDO invited to 1 or 2 targeted 
THC rosters. 

 
4.0 ACTIONS FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS  D. Abbate 

 
ACTION: CANENA Secretary to set up a call with Guy Benjamin and Luis Ivan 
Hernandez to continue developing a membership proposal for the ExCo to 
review. POSTPONED. 
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ACTION: The three CANENA SDOs to discuss creating a CANENA written IP 
agreement amongst all three of CSA, UL, and ANCE. The SDOs confirmed they 
agree with this action and that work is ongoing. ACTIVE. 
 
ACTION: The SDOs, UL and CSA, will complete the current project cycle before 
polling members for interest in participating on the project (THC 15, Solid 
Electrical Insulating Materials). The ExCo confirmed that THC oversight is 
needed for this project and that its future needs to be considered going forward. 
ACTIVE. 
 
NEW ACTION: The next ExCo call will include an agenda item concerning THC 
viability for those that lose leadership. 
 
NEW ACTION: Secretary to have the THC 15 roster confirmed and corrected as 
needed on the CANENA website and NEMA database. 
 
ACTION: The Treasurer will ask that increases to EFC financial services not 
increase by more than 10% annually at or the Canadian inflation rate, 
whichever is lower. COMPLETE. 

 
5.0 CANENA THC OFFICER NOMINATIONS 
 
5.1 THC 17D, PANELBOARD AND SWITCHBOARD D. Abbate 

 
Mr. Chad Kennedy from Schneider Electric has been nominated as the next 
Chair. 
17D Panelboard and Switchboard 
 

MOTION: A motion was made (Greg Steinman) and seconded (Rusty Tharp) 
to approve Mr. Chad Kennedy as the Chair of THC 17D. It was unanimously 
approved. 
 
MOTION: A motion was made and seconded to reconsider the THC 17D 
action taken. The ExCo noted Mr. Kennedy must be a CANENA members 
before he can be considered for approval as a THC Chair. It was unanimously 
approved. 
 
ACTION: The Secretary to inform Mr. Kennedy that he must become a 
CANENA member before he can be considered for the Chair position. 
 

Short CV of Chad 

Kennedy R18.docx  
 

 
 

https://www.canena.org/standards-development/committees/17d-panelboard-and-switchboard/
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5.2 THC 23H OFFICERS, PIN AND SLEEVE TYPE CONNECTORS D. Abbate 
 

The CANENA ExCo approved these officers during the December 2023 
teleconference. Dip Patel from Leviton Canada may be installed in place of 
Chuck Kurten. 

 
a. Todd Hamden, Hubbell Canada – Nominated as chair of THC 23H  
b. James Voss, Meltric Corporation - Nominated as chair of THSC 23H-2  
c. Chuck Kurten, UL Solutions – Nominated as chair of THSC 23H-3 
d. Chuck Kurten, UL Solutions – Nominated as chair of THSC 23H-4 

 
5.3 THC 69-1 EVSE & THC 69-2, CONNECTORS D. Abbate 

 
The Secretary noted that Joe Bablo from UL Solutions was given permission to 
serve as Chair for these two THCs. The Secretary reported that NEMA has 
contacted THC 69-1 to request volunteers to Chair and that the THC 69-2 
secretary is CSA. It was noted that industry in the US and Canada are actively 
working to solicit volunteers for the positions. 
 

ACTION: If UL Solutions remains as THC Chair, the officers for THC 69-1&2 
will be reviewed annually. 

 
6.0 CVENT WEBSITE D. Abbate 

 
The CANENA Secretary presented one and two year Cvent contract options. 
 

2025 CANENA Membership Registration 

 
MOTION: A motion was made (Todd Hamden) and seconded (Greg 
Steinman) to approve the two year Cvent contract. It was unanimously 
approved. 

CANENA 1 Year 

Contract - 2025.pdf

CANENA 2 Year 

Contract - 2025-2026.pdf 
 

7.0 CANENA WEBSITE D. Abbate 
 

The Secretary reported on the status of the CANENA website updates and 
estimated it to be active in 2025 Q1 or Q2. 
 
The ExCo discussed the CANENA Tracker spreadsheet, noting it should be 
reviewed during each CANENA meeting. 

 
ACTION: The CANENA Operations Committee will discuss current and 
future options for tracking CANENA projects. 

https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/9-3ACOYXVofyoVoSEf8CGuc4S?domain=cvent.me
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8.0 CANENA PROJECT UPDATE - TRANSFORMERS D. Abbate 
 

For Information: The Secretary will report that THC 14, Dry-Type Transformers is 
now active. THC 14, Dry-Type Transformers. 
 

9.0 CANENA TRADEMARK D. Abbate 
 

For Information: The CANENA Secretary reported that trademarks for Mexico, 
Canada, and the United States have been filed. CANENA awaits processing for 
each of the three countries. 
 

10.0 COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

10.1 TREASURER’S REPORT AND INVESTMENT DISCUSSION T. Hamden 
 
Treasurer Todd Hamden provided an update on the CANENA balance sheet, 
banking capabilities, and investments. The Secretary reminded the ExCo that in 
February 2024, $60,000 was approved to be placed into a CANENA money-
market account. 
 
Mr. Hamden confirmed CANENA will not pursue a credit card and that 
investment options are still being considered. The ExCo estimated $45,000 for 
the 2026 CANENA General Meeting and removed the $7,500 for website 
development. 
 
The ExCo discussed how to support CANENA ExCo members at FINCA and/or 
COPANT meetings, noting meeting space would need to be purchased at 
FINCA. 
 

MOTION: A motion was made (Todd Hamden) and seconded (Greg 
Steinman) to approve $4,000 for use on CANENA outreach and meeting 
costs. It was unanimously approved. 

 
10.2 AUDITOR’S REPORT V. Davis 

 
The Audit Committee Chair noted there was no update at this time. 
 

10.3 GENERAL MEETING D. Abbate 
 
The ExCo started discussions about the 2026 CANENA General Meeting. 
 
Tentative Dates: February 23-27, 2026 
 
Tentative Cities: 

• Orlando 

https://www.canena.org/standards-development/thc-14-dry-type-transformers/
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• Houston  

• Cancun 

• Mexico City 
 
 

ACTION: Secretary to generate a survey to CANENA members on the 
General Meeting location preference. 

 
ACTION: Secretary to pull from Cvent the attendance lists for the past two 
General meetings. 

 

10.4 OPERATIONS COMMITTEE M. Humphries 
 

MOTION: A motion was made (Greg Steinman) and seconded (Rusty Tharp) 
to approve Valara Davis as Operations Committee Vice-Chair. It was 
unanimously approved. 
 
ACTION: The ExCo Secretary will ask the CANENA Secretary of TC 20 for 
details on the issue within the committee that is keeping consensus from 
being reached. 
 
ACTION: The Operations Committee will review the details coming from TC 
20 on the straw poll and consensus item and provide an update at the next 
ExCo meeting. 

CANENA operations 

committee report to Exco meeting scheduled for October 1.docx 
 

10.5 MEMBERSHIP 
 

A. Registrar Report. L.I. Hernandez 
 

2024-09-27 CANENA 

REGISTRAR REPORT.pptx 
B. UL Membership Discussion  

 
The Secretary asked the ExCo how the membership for UL Solutions and UL 
Standards & Engagement should be handled now that the two are separate 
companies. The ExCo confirmed that no changes will be made on how the 
membership is handled. 
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10.6 MARKETING COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE REPORT D. Abbate 
 
The ExCo discussed objectives for outreach and communication, noting it is 
mainly to increase CANENA memberships, targeting members of NEMA, 
CANAME, and EFC. 
 

ACTION: Secretary to ask NEMA Communications for help marketing the 
CANENA message and content. 

 
10.7 AMBASSADOR-AT-LARGE REPORT R. Nava 

 
Rafael Nava provided a report on Mexican and Latin American activities. 

2024 CANENA  ExCo  

ambassador  report 24 10 01.pptx
 
 

11.0 FUTURE MEETINGS 
 
A. The next meeting of the ExCo was determined to be Tuesday, December 17, 

2024 from 11am to 1pm ET. 
 

B. The next meeting of the ExCo and Council were determined to be February 
2025 online only. 
 
ExCo: Thursday, February 20 from 10am-12pm ET. 
Council: Thursday, February 20 from 1pm-3pm ET. 

 
C. Tentative In Person ExCo meeting: May 13, 2025. Location at CSA. 

 
12.0 OTHER BUSINESS 

 
A. FOR INFORMATION: Energy Storage System Switches Harmonization. 

CANENA THC 121A has been helping to work on a new standard for energy  
storage.  Now we want to harmonize it as a binational standard, UL 98D for 
Energy Storage System Switches, Non-Automatic. 

Harmonization 

Request Form - BT updated.docx

UL 98D Rational 

Letter.docx  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CANENA ExCo 10 October 1st, 2024 

 
B. IEC General Meeting – CANENA Participation. 

 

Several members of the ExCo will attend the IEC General Meeting and will 
promote CANENA. The Secretary noted a CANENA IEC report was provided 
to IEC. 

CANENA Report to 

IEC 88th GM - Final.pdf 
C. AHRI Participation in CANENA THC 61D and 61C. 

 
ACTION: Rusty Tharp to contact AHRI to encourage them to participate 
CANENA and provide support their industry’s participation in CANENA. 
 

13.0 ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 2:47pm CT. 
 
Submitted by:  Danny Abbate  October 2nd, 2024 
Reviewed by:  Megan Hayes  October 2nd, 2024 
 


