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CANENA COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
 
MEETING: CANENA Council  

 
DATE: Thursday, February 20th, 2025 
 1:00pm to 3:00pm ET 

 
PLACE OF MEETING: Online 
 
PRESIDING OFFICER: Guy Benjamin, CANENA President 
 
1.0 ADMINISTRATION 
 
1.1 Review of Antitrust & Meeting Guidelines 

 
The Secretary provided an overview of the CANENA Antitrust and Meeting 
Guidelines. The Guidelines for Conducting CANENA Meetings will govern this 
meeting, and participants will follow the CANENA Code of Conduct and Ethics. 
Members are reminded that all conversation shall be confined to technical, 
engineering, safety, and performance factors. Commercial considerations 
(warranties, guarantees, etc.) are not proper factors to be discussed. 

 
1.2 Approval of Agenda 
 

The Council had been requested to meet today in response to an invitation by 
the President which was approved by the Executive Committee to cover the 
items listed in this agenda. 

 
Note: At Council meetings, each member in good standing shall be permitted 
to designate, in writing, another member in good standing to represent them 
for this purpose. The representative shall hold a formal written proxy. Please 
send your proxy, if any, to the CANENA Secretariat at 
Daniel.abbate@nema.org.  
 
MOTION: A motion was made and seconded to approve the agenda as 
written. It was unanimously approved. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:daniel.abbate@nema.org?subject=CANENA%20Meeting%20Agenda
https://www.nema.org/About/Documents/Guidelines%20for%20Conducting.pdf
http://www.nema.org/docs/default-source/standards-document-library/nema-code-of-conduct-and-ethics.pdf
mailto:Daniel.abbate@nema.org
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1.5 Approval of Minutes 
 
The last meeting of the CANENA Council was held on February 22nd, 2024. No 
comments were received, and the minutes were determined to be approved via 
correspondence. 

2024Feb22 CANENA 

Council Mtg Minutes.pdf 
 
2.0 MATTERS OF STRATEGIC IMPORTANCE 
 
2.1 President 

 
FOR INFORMATION: During its meeting on February 22nd, 2024, the CANENA 
Council approved a proposal to extend Guy Benjamin’s term as CANENA 
President from February 2024 to February 2026. The Secretary noted that the 
US will hold the President position for the next term. 
 

ACTION: The US Caucus will be asked to take nominations for the CANENA 
president. 

CANENA Officers List 

- Feb 2025.pdf  
2.2 Treasurer 

 
The term for CANENA Treasurer Todd Hamden of Hubbell Canada started in 
February 2023 and ends in February 2025. 
 

MOTION: A motion was made and seconded to approve Mr. Hamden as the 
CANENA Treasurer for the term from February 2025 to February 2027. It was 
unanimously approved. 

 
2.3 CANADA Member-at-Large 

 
Dip Patel (Leviton Canada) is in the position of CANADA Member-at-Large with 
the term ending in February 2025 and is willing to serve for an additional term. 
The Secretary noted Members-at-Large serve for two years and may be re-
elected for up to one additional term. 

 
MOTION: A motion was made and seconded to approve Mr. Patel as the 
CANENA Canada Member-at-Large for the next term from February 2025 to 
February 2027. It was unanimously approved. 
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2.4 US Member-at-Large 
 
FOR INFORMATION: Rusty Tharp (Goodman) serves as the US Member-at-
Large to the CANENA Executive Committee. The term ends in February 2025. 
 

MOTION: A motion was made and seconded to approve Mr. Tharp as the 
CANENA US Member-at-Large for the next term from February 2025 to 
February 2027. It was unanimously approved. 

 
2.5 Mexico Member-at-Large 

 
Juan Manuel Máximo León (Technical Manager, Conductores Monterrey) serves 
as Mexican Member-at-Large. The term ends in February 2025. Jesus Martin 
Ricardez Barbera has been nominated to become the next Mexican Member-at-
Large. 
 

MOTION: A motion was made and seconded to approve Mr. Ricardez as the 
CANENA Mexico Member-at-Large for the next term from February 2025 to 
February 2027. It was unanimously approved. 

 
2.6 CANENA Vice Presidents 
 

The Secretary reported on each of the CANENA Vice-Presidents. The position 
does not have term limits. 

 

• Don Harris - CANADA Vice President 

• Jesus Martin Ricardez Barbera - Mexico Vice President 
 

MOTION: A motion was made and seconded to approve Mr. Máximo as the 
CANENA Mexico Vice President. It was unanimously approved. 

 

• Greg Steinman – US Vice President 
 
 

3.0 CANENA STRATEGY 
 
The Secretary presented an updated CANENA strategy focusing on expanding 
the CANENA footprint and IEC collaboration in the Americas. 
 

4.0 CANENA AGM FREQUENCY      (D. Abbate) 
 

The CANENA Secretary General announced that the next CANENA General 
Meeting will occur in February 2026. The CANENA Planning Committee is 
working on the location. 
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5.0 TREASURER’S REPORT (T. Hamden) 
 

Treasurer Todd Hamden reported on the 2024 end of year financial report and 
2024 Budget.  Prior to the meeting a copy of the report was provided to Audit 
Committee Chair Valara Davis for review. 
 

MOTION: A motion was made and seconded to approve the CANENA 
financial statement. It was unanimously approved. 

 
6.0 AUDIT COMMITTEE REPORT (V. Davis) 
 

The Audit Committee Chair provide some comments on the financial report and 
noted the Audit Committee approved the audit report during the CANENA ExCo 
meeting on Feb 20, 2025. 
 

7.0 MARKETING COMMITTEE REPORT  
 

The Secretary noted that CANENA will be attending the 2025 COPANT meetings 
and presenting an overview of CANENA as a facilitator of standards 
development in the region. 

 
8.0 REGISTRAR’S REPORT (L.I. Hernandez) 
 

The registrar provided a report on CANENA membership metrics. 

2025-02-20 CANENA 

REGISTRAR REPORT.pdf 
9.0 AMBASSADOR REPORT (R. Nava and/or T. Domitrovich) 
 

Ambassador-at-Large Mr. Rafael Nava presented a report. 

2025 CANENA  

council  ambassador  report 25 02 20.pptx 
10.0 VICE PRESIDENTS REPORT  

 
The Secretary noted there were no reports from the CANENA Vice Presidents. 
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11.0 ENTERTAINMENT OF MOTIONS TO BE BROUGHT BEFORE THE COUNCIL  
 

Members were given the opportunity to propose additional actions or motions. No 
other items were discussed. 

 
12.0 FUTURE MEETING 
 

The next CANENA Council Meeting is scheduled for February 2026 in person at 
a location to be determined. The location is expected to be in either the US, 
Canada, or Mexico. 
 

13.0 OTHER BUSINESS 
 

No additional items were discussed. 
 
14.0 ADJOURNMENT 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 2:08pm ET. 
 
Submitted by:  Danny Abbate  February 25th, 2025 
Reviewed by:  Megan Hayes  March 6th, 2025 
 


