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CANENA EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
MEETING MINUTES 

 
MEETING: CANENA ExCo  

 
DATE: Thursday, February 20th, 2025 
 10:00am to 12:00pm ET 
 
PLACE OF MEETING: Online 

 
PRESIDING OFFICER:  Guy Benjamin, CANENA President 
 

Members Present 

Benjamin Guy ABB Installation Products Ltd. 

Steinman Greg ABB Installation Products, Inc. 

Jimenez Maria de Jesus ANCE, A.C. 

Máximo León Juan Manuel Conductores Monterrey S.A. de C.V. 

Harris Donald Northern Cables Inc. 

Ricárdez Barberá Jesús Martín Condumex S.A. de C.V. 

Hamden Todd Hubbell Canada 

Tharp Rusty Aozora Consulting 

Davis Valara UL Standards and Engagement 

Patel Dip Leviton Canada 

Nava Uribe Rafael Mabe México, S. De R. L. De C. V. 

Humphries Mark CSA Group 

Hernandez Luis Ivan ANCE, A.C. 

Sinasac Cherith Electro-Federation Canada 

Members Absent 

Domitrovich Tom Eaton 

Yarza Julián Servicios y Soporte Regulatorio SSR, SA de CV 

Others Present 

Abbate Daniel NEMA 

 
1.0 ADMINISTRATION 

 
1.1 Welcome Members and Guest 

 
The meeting was called to order at 10:00am ET. 
 
 
 

mailto:daniel.abbate@nema.org
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1.2 Quorum Determination 
 
The committee consists of nine (9) voting members, requiring at least five (5) to 
be present to constitute a quorum to conduct business. The Secretary 
determined a quorum was present. 

CANENA Officers List 

- Feb 2025.pdf  
1.3 Review of Antitrust & Meeting Guidelines 

 
The Secretary provided an overview of the CANENA Antitrust and Meeting 
Guidelines. The Guidelines for Conducting CANENA Meetings will govern this 
meeting, and participants will follow the CANENA Code of Conduct and Ethics. 
Members are reminded that all conversation shall be confined to technical, 
engineering, safety, and performance factors. Commercial considerations 
(warranties, guarantees, etc.) are not proper factors to be discussed. 
 

1.4 Agenda Review and Approval 
 
The agenda was reviewed by the ExCo. 
 

MOTION: A motion was made and seconded to approve the agenda as 
written. It was unanimously approved. 

 
1.5 Approval of Minutes 

 
The last meeting of the committee was held on December 8th, 2024. Some 
comments were received. 
 

MOTION: A motion was made and seconded to approve the minutes from 
December 2024, which were updated during this meeting. It was unanimously 
approved. 

2024Dec17 CANENA 

ExCo MtgMinutes - V2.pdf 
2.0 CANENA EXCO OFFICERS 

 
FOR INFORMATION: In accordance with the CANENA By-Laws, the Council 
shall elect the President, the Treasurer, and the country Members-At-Large. The 
term of office shall span two successive Ordinary Council meetings. They may be 
re-elected for not more than two successive terms. Newly elected officers shall 
take office on the first day of the month following the Council meeting at which 
they were elected. 
 

https://www.nema.org/About/Documents/Guidelines%20for%20Conducting.pdf
http://www.nema.org/docs/default-source/standards-document-library/nema-code-of-conduct-and-ethics.pdf
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• The Council shall acknowledge the appointments for country Vice-
President. 

• The Secretariat shall be assigned for a period of time congruent with that 
of the elected officers and may be reassigned to the same organization for 
successive terms.  Appointment of the Secretary-General and designation 
of the Secretariat shall be subject to approval by the Council. 

 
2.1 President 

 
The Secretary noted the term for CANENA President Guy Benjamin is active till 
February 2026. No action is needed at this time. 
 

2.2 Treasurer 
 
The Secretary noted the term for CANENA Treasurer Todd Hamden is active till 
February 2025. The ExCo and Council will need to take action to reaffirm the 
Treasurer. 
 

MOTION: A motion was made and seconded to approve Todd Hamden as the 
CANENA Treasurer for the term running February 2025 to February 2027. It 
was unanimously approved. 

 
2.3 CANENA Vice Presidents 

 
The Secretary noted CANENA Vice-Presidents do not have term limits. 
 
A. Don Harris is in the position of CANADA Vice President. 

 
B. Jesus Martin Ricardez Barbera serves as the Mexico Vice President. Juan 

Manuel Máximo León has been nominated to become the next Mexican Vice 
President. 

 
MOTION: A motion was made and seconded to approve Juan Manuel 
Máximo León as the CANENA Mexico Vice. It was unanimously approved. 

 
C. Greg Steinman serves as the US Vice President. 
 

2.4 CANADA Member-at-Large 
 
Dip Patel (Leviton Canada) is in the position of CANADA Member-at-Large with 
the term ending in February 2025 and is willing to serve for an additional term. 
The Secretary noted Members-at-Large serve for two years and may be re-
elected for up to one additional term. 
 

MOTION: A motion was made and seconded to approve Dip Patel as the 
CANENA Member-at-Large. It was unanimously approved. 
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2.5 Mexico Member-at-Large 

 
Juan Manuel Máximo León (Conductores Monterrey) is in the position of Mexican 
Member-at-Large with the term ending in February 2025. The Secretary noted 
Members-at-Large serve for two years and may be re-elected for up to one 
additional term. Jesus Martin Ricardez Barbera has been nominated to become 
the next Mexican Member-at-Large. 
 

MOTION: A motion was made and seconded to approve Jesus Martin 
Ricardez Barbera as the Mexico Member-at-Large. It was unanimously 
approved. 

 
2.6 US Member-at-Large 

 
Rusty Tharp is in the position of US Member-at-Large with the term ending in 
February 2025 and is willing to serve for an additional term. The Secretary noted 
Members-at-Large serve for two years and may be re-elected for up to one 
additional term. 
 

MOTION: A motion was made and seconded to approve Rusty Tharp as the 
US Member-at-Large. It was unanimously approved. 

 
3.0 ACTIONS FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS  D. Abbate 

 
ACTION: CANENA Secretary to set up a call with Guy Benjamin and Luis Ivan 
Hernandez to continue developing a membership proposal for the ExCo to 
review. CLOSED. 
 

MOTION: A motion was made and seconded to close this item since no 
proposal has been developed at this time. It was unanimously approved. 

 
ACTION: The three CANENA SDOs to discuss creating a CANENA written IP 
agreement amongst all three of CSA, UL, and ANCE. ACTIVE. 
 
ACTION: The CANENA Task Force will recommend costs for outreach and 
meetings with partners and associated conferences such as FINCA and 
COPANT. COMPLETE. 
 
ACTION: The Secretary will confirm CANENA’s participation at COPANT in May 
2025 and ask for a timeslot for a CANENA presentation. COMPLETE. 
 
ACTION: Secretary to work with the CANENA President to write down the 
strategic direction for the Exco to review. ACTIVE. 
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4.0 CANENA STRATEGY 
 
The CANENA Executive Committee discussed the strategic direction of the 
organization and future plans to expand the CANENA footprint and IEC 
collaboration in the Americas. The Secretary presented a draft strategy 
document. 
 
CANENA Task Force Recommendation for Pilot Program Possibilities. 

• THC 20, Building Wire and Cable 

• THC 23A-7, Cable Ties – 62275 

• THSC 121A, Terminal Blocks 
 
ACTION: A CANENA ExCo Task Force will convene to develop next steps on 
how facilitation on 1 or 2 projects will begin. The Task Force will also need to 
recommend whether to charge new members for participation on CANENA IEC 
facilitation work. 
 

5.0 CANENA THC OFFICER NOMINATIONS 
 

5.1 THC 23H OFFICERS, PIN AND SLEEVE TYPE CONNECTORS D. Abbate 
 

The CANENA ExCo approved these officers during the December 2023 
teleconference and confirmed this item will remain on future agendas. Dip Patel 
from Leviton Canada may be installed in place of Chuck Kurten in the future. 

 
a. Todd Hamden, Hubbell Canada – Nominated as chair of THC 23H  
b. James Voss, Meltric Corporation - Nominated as chair of THSC 23H-2  
c. Chuck Kurten, UL Solutions – Nominated as chair of THSC 23H-3 
d. Chuck Kurten, UL Solutions – Nominated as chair of THSC 23H-4 

 
5.2 THC 15, Solid Electrical Insulating Materials D. Abbate 

 
The Secretary confirmed that the roster for THC 15 has been corrected with the 
Chair as Soloman Chiang from Gund: THC 15 Roster. Mr. Chiang’s 2025 
membership has been confirmed. 
 

MOTION: A motion was made and seconded to approve Soloman Chiang as the 
Chair of THC 15. It was approved. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.canena.org/standards-development/committees/15c-electrical-tubing-and-sleeving-products/
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6.0 CANENA WEBSITE D. Abbate 
 

The Secretary confirmed the CANENA website is being updated as part of a 
larger effort to modernize the NEMA website and the work plan has been 
updated to include additional member collaboration capabilities. The details on 
member collaboration are listed below. 
 
1. CANENA site will have the following settings for the access to the comments 

a. Secretary role- Should be able to add, and update comments 
b. CANENA Member- should be able to see these comments 
c. Comments should not be visible publicly, for anonymous users 

2. Member accounts in WordPress admin will be created by admin users. Danny 
will have an Admin account and will be able to create other users. 

3. We discussed adding a form for enabling users to directly create an account 
on the site. This feature will not be implemented during the first roll out of the 
new features of the CANENA site. It can be considered for later stages of the 
site. 

4. After the NEMA MVP launch and around March end, IT will review which 
CANENA changes are complete in Dev environment and give an estimate of 
when we can make these changes live.  

 
7.0 COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 
7.1 TREASURER’S REPORT AND INVESTMENT DISCUSSION T. Hamden 

 
Treasurer Todd Hamden presented the financial closure statement for 2024. 
Members pointed out a few items for correction. 
 
The Secretary noted during the October 2024 meeting the ExCo approved an 
expense to support CANENA ExCo members at FINCA and/or COPANT 
meetings, noting meeting space would need to be purchased at FINCA. 
 

FOR INFORMATION: $4,000 was approved for use on CANENA outreach 
and meeting costs. This expenditure was approved via motion and second at 
the October 1, 2024, ExCo meeting and is listed for information only. 

 
7.2 AUDITOR’S REPORT V. Davis 

 
The Audit Committee Chair provided some updates on budgetary issues. 
 

7.3 PLANNING/ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING REPORT  
 
A CANENA Planning Committee will be created to begin planning for the 2026 
CANENA General Meeting. Prior to this meeting the Secretary conducted a 
survey to gather opinions on the location. 
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Mexico: 3,   Canada: 2,   United States: 6,   Central American Location: 6 
 

ACTION: The ExCo confirmed the location will be decided on at the May 22, 
2025, meeting. 
 
ACTION: The Planning Committee will convene before the May ExCo 
meeting to recommend location. Participants: Valara Davis, Danny Abbate, 
Don Harris, Luis Ivan Hernandez, Todd Hamden. 

 

7.4 OPERATIONS COMMITTEE M. Humphries 
 
The Operations Committee Chair did not have items to report. 
 

7.5 REGISTRAR REPORT L.I. Hernandez 
The Registrar provided a report for the ExCo although it was not reviewed during 
the meeting. 

2025-02-20 CANENA 

REGISTRAR REPORT.pdf 
7.6 MARKETING COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE REPORT D. Abbate 

The Secretary confirmed that CANENA has accepted the COPANT invitation to 
attend and to develop a 5 minute slide presentation on CANENA. The Secretary 
will also develop a written report. 
 
Luis Ivan Hernandez will lead the CANENA presentation at COPANT. 
 

7.7 AMBASSADOR-AT-LARGE REPORT T. Domitrovich and/or R. Nava 
The Mexican Ambassador provided a report for the ExCo although it was not 
reviewed during the meeting. 

2025 CANENA  ExCo  

ambassador  report 25 02 20.pptx 
8.0 FUTURE MEETING 

 
The next meeting of the CANENA ExCo will be May 22nd, 2025 at EFC in person. 
Address: 190 Attwell Dr suite 560, Etobicoke, ON M9W 6H8, Canada. 
 

9.0 OTHER BUSINESS 
There was no other business discussed. 
 

10.0 ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting was adjourned at 12:00pm ET. 
 
Submitted by:  Danny Abbate  February 25th, 2025 
Reviewed by:  Megan Hayes  March 6th, 2025 


